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action of the Pope as an attempt " to resume the
absolute spiritual domination of this island which
Rome has never abandoned but which by the
blessing of Providence and the will of the English
people she shall never accomplish." The Times
was the organ of the Tory Party, and it used Papal
Aggression as an excuse for a bitter attack on the
Whig Ministry of Lord John Russell, for the Pope
had discussed the question of the hierarchy with
Lord Minto, who had been sent by Palmerston on
a diplomatic mission to Rome, and there had
apparently been no official protest against the
contemplated action.

Disraeli who " cared for none of these things/*

was, of course, quick to take advantage of the

situation :   " The fact is," he wrote, " that the

whole question has been surrendered, and decided

in favour of the Pope, by the present Government;

and the Ministers who recognised the pseudo

Archbishop of Tuam as a peer and a prelate

cannot object to the appointment of a pseudo

Archbishop of Westminster even though he be a

Cardinal.   On the contrary, the loftier dignity

should, according to their table of precedence,

rather invest His Eminence with a still higher

patent of nobility, and permit him to take the

wall of His Grace of Canterbury and the highest

nobles of the land."